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of the digestive system, diseases of the genito-urinary system and 
adnexa. 

Unfortunately, the data are not presented by age for all other 
causes than those specified, nor are the data presented by age for 
the grand total of deaths in each occupation. It is, therefore, not 
possible to calculate the proportional mortality from any specified 
disease, with distinction of age, and as the number of employees in 
any given occupation is not known it is not possible to calculate death 
rates. In the 1908 returns, however, the deaths from "all other 
causes" and from "all causes" will be compiled by age and the 
occupation data will then be of great practical value. It is under- 
stood that the deficiencies in this respect for previous years will be 
remedied so far as possible by a review of the unclassified returns 
for the period 1901-1907 during which the mortality statistics have 
been compiled by occupation. 

It is also very unfortunate that accidents have not been separately 
reported by occupation. Of what practical value are the mortality 
returns for such occupations as boatmen, electricians, firemen, fish- 
ermen, linemen, miners, railroad employees, sailors, etc., if the 
deaths from accident are not given? It is to be hoped that that 
defect will likewise be remedied in the future vital statistics of New 
Jersey, and that the missing data for the earlier years may be sup- 
plied in a summary table for a five-year period, at least. New Jer- 
sey will then be far ahead of any other American state in the quality 
and quantity of its mortality data by occupation. New Jersey is 
one of the foremost states in glass, hat, pottery and silk manufac- 
ture and holds an important position in other industrial pursuits 
which are of the greatest possible interest from the viewpoint of 
industrial hygiene. The State Board of Health of New Jersey is 
therefore to be congratulated upon having already made public 
so large a body of facts illustrative of the principal causes of death 
in 93 specific occupations, and when the defects in the data, here 
referred to, are remedied their annual reports will form an in- 
valuable addition to our knowledge of occupation mortality. 

F. S. C. 

A REPORT ON THE TAXATION LOSS OF THE STATE OF 
RHODE ISLAND, 1910, BY JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF RHODE 
ISLAND. 

This report contains the results of an extended investigation made 
by a committee consisting of Robert S. Franklin, William M. P. 
Bowen, Oscar A. Bennett, Zenas W. Bliss and William C. Bliss, in 
accordance with a special resolution passed by the General Assembly, 
May 6, 1909. 
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The report briefly sets forth the condition of the State laws in 
regard to taxation and recommends certain changes. In reaching its 
conclusions the committee was influenced by the experience of other 
states and the advice of a number of experts on taxation, and it is 
interesting to note that it has embodied in its recommendations a 
considerable number of advanced ideas in regard to taxation. 

The report is especially valuable, not only because of the con- 
clusions reached by the committee, but by reason of the statistical 
data which it contains and upon which the conclusions are based. 
These data are classified under several heads: Taxation of Inheri- 
tances, State Taxation of Corporations, Taxation on Mortgages and 
other Personal Property, and State Supervision of Local Assessment 
and Equalization of Taxes. Under these headings not only are the 
laws of many states summarized but the receipts for a period of 
years from these various kinds of taxes are given in tabular form. 
As one might naturally expect, however, the report contains fullest 
information in regard to the State of Rhode Island itself. It is in- 
teresting to note, among other things, that the valuation of personal 
property increased more rapidly in that state during the ten years 
from 1899 to 1908 than the valuation of real estate. For the State 
as a whole the valuation of real estate increased 21.3 per cent, 
during the decade and that of personal property 35.8 per cent. 
This is rather an unusual experience in view of the fact that the 
opportunities for concealing personal property are increasing and 
the tendency in that direction in other places is very marked 
The large city of Providence shows an even greater proportionate 
increase in personal property; the increase in that city was 18.9 
per cent, in real estate and 38.8 per cent, in personal property. In 
spite of this fairly favorable showing the committee is convinced 
that a departure should be made from the general property tax 
principle and that personal property, particularly that of an in- 
tangible kind, should be taxed at a special rate, namely 48 cents 
per hundred dollars of valuation, 39 cents of which should go to 
the city or town where assessed and 9 cents to the State. 

The report strikes one as being progressive without being radical, 
and it is to be hoped that most of the recommendations made will 
be enacted into law. If they are the State of Rhode Island will have 
a system of taxation far in advance of most of the states of the 
Union. 

C. W. D. 



